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Over the years, the landscape for locum pharmacists has become more

competitive. This year, there were 55,258 registered pharmacists in Great f ) in
Britain alone. So it is important that locums are able to stand out in such a

challenging arena.
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In order to recruit a locum, a pharmacy may rely upon their accreditation Subscribe

training to gauge whether they have the necessary credentials required to Never miss a post! Subscribe
fill the position. to our blog.

So why is accreditation important? Your email

» Accreditation ensures that pharmacists are providing the same Im ribe

standards of services across the industry.

+ |t provides reassurance to the employer that the locum is competent in
doing their job.

« [t not only provides extra skills to the locum, it also means the pharmacy
is able to offer

s mare services.

» Lastly, there is a legal obligation to complete mandatory accreditation,
without which, a

» locum cannot receive pay.



Methods of Getting Accreditation

There are a number of ways in which accreditation can be carried out.

» Online/distance learning - Allows locums to study around work and other
commitments.

« Live workshops - Useful for networking and gaining instant clarity from
tutors.

« In-house training - Some larger organisations offer in-house training to
locum staff.

« Self Directed - Enables the locum to take the initiative, by identifying and
fulfilling their

+ |earning needs.

Types of Accreditation
Below is a list of mandatory accreditations that must be completed before
one can look to practice as a locum pharmacist.

» Medicine Use Review (MUR) - The aim of this accreditation is to
empower pharmacists with the training to review and improve patient
compliance and experience of using their medicine.

« New Medicine Service (NMS) - This training seeks to teach locums how
to support patients that have been prescribed new medicine to treat a
long-term iliness for the first time.

« Repeat Dispensing - Approximately two-thirds of items dispensed in the
community are repeat prescriptions. This accreditation enables locums
to dispense regular medicines to particular patients without the need for
a GP’s presence.

« Safeguarding Children and Vulnerable Adults Level 2 - This accreditation
allows the learner to recognise abuse, the steps to take and legislation
surrounding this area.

« Become a dementia friend - Alzheimer’s Society’s Dementia Friends
programme is an initiative designed to challenge people’s perceptions of
dementia. It is hoped that training will improve the service offered to
customers living with dementia, which can make all the difference to that
person’'s day.

It is key to remember that the pharmacy is a business seeking to make a
profit, being able to offer additional services to their customers through
accreditation will be an attractive incentive for any employer.

Common Accreditations for Locum Pharmacists
Below is a list of accreditations which although are not mandatory, are
highly desirable for locum pharmacists:

Flu Vaccination Training In terms of a locums clinical expertise, it's simply
an excellent accreditation to have. It provides extra value pharmacies as
well as patients.

Emergency Hormonal Contraception (EHC) Again, not mandatory but an
extremely useful accreditation to have. It will allow locums to advise and



support customers on a wide variety of contraceptives and their uses.

Where to find more information

Whilst it may be argued that gaining accreditations can be costly, investing
in this training will only demonstrate a locums commitment to high-quality,
well-rounded professional development. For further information on
accreditation training please see: https://www.rpharms.com/professional-
development https://www.cppe.ac.uk/gateway/minor
http://psnc.org.uk/services-commissioning/advanced-services/
http://psnc.org.uk

Thanks for reading, have a great day!
Locate a Locum Team
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